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Study Summary

amendment to Waqf documents and disposal thereof
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For citation: bin Aniq, Nasser bin Ibrahim, amendment to Waqf documents and
disposal thereof, Waqf Magazine, Issue: 9, Jumada al-akhirah 1445AH, January
2024AD.

Praise be to Allah, and peace and blessings be upon the Messenger of Allah,
his family, and his companions, and whoever follows his guidance until the Day of

Judgment. As for what follows:

Allah has legislated endowment (waqf), encouraged it, elevated its status, and
made it a form of worship whose reward continues beyond the death of the endower
until the Day of Resurrection. This great Islamic practice has been organized by the
wise legislator with its rules, conditions, ways of management, means of protection,
and care. Its greatest distinction lies in its perpetuity and continuity, as it is a

perpetual form of charity.

Among the regulations that ensure the continuity and realization of the
endower’s intentions is the endowment document. It clarifies the endower’s
intention, the channels of expenditure of the endowment>s revenue, the succession
of superintendents after him, the conditions for those deserving the benefits of
the endowment, those who may be excluded, ways of cultivating and investing it,

and other aspects that require clarification and explanation. The fundamental legal
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principle is that the (conditions of the endower are binding, like the conditions set
by the legislator), aiming to fulfill the purpose of the endowment in accordance with

the provisions of Islamic law and without contradiction.

The endowment document is the one that includes clarification and statement
from the endower regarding his endowment. It is the document in which what
substantiates the endowment and defines its features is recorded. It elucidates its
superintendents, their roles, and channels of expenditure of the endowment revenue.
Despite the respect and significance attached to the endowment document, there
may be a need for modifications and changes in it. [ts management may vary
according to different times and circumstances, leading to different rulings based on

those modifications and actions.

Modifying the endowment document during the endowens lifetime is not the
same as modifying it after his death. Modifying the document itself is different from
altering the management of its main endowment, not like modifying in channel of
expenditure or superintendent condition. Moreover, modifying what the document
encompasses in a manner contrary to Islamic law is not like other modifications.
Some modifications may be necessitated by urgency, need, changes in time and

place, and similar considerations.

The modification of the endowment document and its management is of utmost
importance and requires careful attention. Adhering rigidly to the document with
its potential errors, deficiencies, and observations may harm and invalidate the
endowment. On the other hand, excessive flexibility in allowing modifications
and changes may lead the endowment astray from the intentions of the endower,

becoming a cause for the stagnation or even a pathway for encroachment upon it.

Therefore, it is crucial to take great care in addressing this matter, studying it
thoroughly, and explaining the rules of modifying the endowment document and
managing it. This research is nothing more than an attempt to contribute to that
effort, with humble effort and subjective contributions, seeking help, guidance, and

success from Allah.

Key Words:
Endowment Document — Administration/Management - Modifying -Change -

Endowment Deed.
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