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Study Summary

The Impact of Endowments on the Urban Development of
Al-Quds Al-Sharif During the Ayyubid and Mamluk Periods
567-922 AH/1174-1516 AD
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The endowment has been and continues to be a prominent aspect in the life
of the Islamic nation and Palestine since its Islamic conquest. Palestine was
endowed for Muslims, as stipulated by Caliph Omar, and thus, endowment became
a permanent characteristic that cannot be separated from it. Jerusalem is the most
sacred city in Islam after Mecca and Medina; therefore, it received significant
attention in terms of endowment, gaining support and encouragement from Muslim
rulers. After reclaiming Jerusalem from the Crusaders, the endowment had a unique
role in shaping the city with an Islamic character. Salah al-Din invested endowments
in its development, followed by his Ayyubid successors and later the Mamluks, who
pursued the same wise policy. Consequently, Jerusalem emerged as a destination
for those aspiring to be near the Al-Agsa Al-Sharif. The ancient city of Jerusalem

experienced extensive building and development, attributed to the blessings of
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Allah then the endowments. As a result, the entire city became synonymous with

endowed buildings, thriving and benefiting from endowment.

Therefore, the research aims to highlight the impact of endowments on the
urban development of Al-Quds Al-Sharif within the walls of the ancient city during
the Ayyubid and Mamluk periods.

Keywords:

Jerusalem - Endowment Architecture - Salah al-Din - Mamluks - Al-Sabil
Channel - Al-Ashrafiyah School.
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